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Shipton: Focus on His Star

BY

W A R R E N

A.

S H I P T O N

st-

Three strange messages from the stars
and events of Calvary’s three-day drama challenge
false gods and their days.

A

newspapers even in this age of scis a teenager growing up in Cooence? Who, based on the positions of
ranbong, New South Wales,
the moon, sun, and stars, point one
Australia, I looked at the stars
to the propitious days of the week on
and they whispered “Romance.”
which to invest, marry, conceive, and
Today, as a professor of microeven die?
biology, I look at the stars and they
Yes, astrology is alive and well even
shout “Light years! Black holes!
in this age of science, its fixation on
Island universes! Infinity!”
the stars preserved in its very name,
It’s the age of computers and
astron, or star. In its pagan youth, its
electrons and nuclear physicists and
chief gods were the seven stars: Sun,
genetic engineering—in sum, the
Moon, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Mercury,
age of science; its prophetic voices
and Saturn. All were considered emathose of the molecular biologist, the
nations of the Sun, the chief star. In*
nuclear physicist, the cosmologist,
and— can it be?—the astrologer!
* Warren A. Shipton is Associate ProAstrologers? Those ancient charlafessor of Microbiology and Immunoltans Bible-ranked with magicians,
ogy, former Dean of Science, James
exorcists, sorcerers? Those star-charCook University, Townsville, Australia.
ters whose horoscopes adorn daily
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out the Roman West but had invaded
even the Christian Church.1 Still today, in this age of science, millions of
Christians follow the stars, and in so
doing see nothing incompatible with
their pledge of allegiance to Jesus
Christ.
In fact, they could point out that
the Magi who followed his star to
Bethlehem were official priests of
Babylon, whose graduate work in
astrology alerted them to seek

time, Chaldean astrology and Greek
thought intermingled. Greek philosophers in Alexandria incorporated further ideas from Egyptian, and even
Hebrew, sources. As a result, a planetary seven-day week, much as we
know it today, was launched in Egypt
and popularized by the Romans. This
way of reckoning was known in
Roman circles before Christ’s birth,
and by the beginning of the third century not only was dominant through-
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greatest manifestation of which
agape love is capable—death for the
salvation of both friend and foe (2
Cor. 5:14, 15, NKJV).** On the day
when sexual love was exalted,4 when,
in the temples of Venus, worshipers
engaged in the most licentious of sexual perversions,5 Jesus died exalting
agape love.6
The serpent’s symbol—the cross,
which is a symbol of the Sun—was
dealt a telling blow on Venus day, as
darkness covered it from the sixth to
the ninth hour (Matt. 27:45). The
darkness and an earthquake signalled that this was no ordinary man
who had died; rather, his suffering
and death were center stage in a cosmic drama.

meaning in astral events.2 And God
knew just how to reach them with
news of his Sons impending arrival
on Earth. Could it be that today, just
before his impending return, God
may use the stars to point to his
Sons supremacy in the heavens? I
believe so. And it will be done in two
ways significant to astrologers: First,
the events of the tumultuous three
days of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection (days called by the pagans
Venus, Mercury, and Sun; days 6, 7,
and 1 of the Jewish calendar; days we
call Friday, Saturday, and Sunday)
pose a direct challenge to the three
pagan gods whose names the days
bear. Second, God bids the world
look for three messages from the
stars— messages that challenge
modern Magi to follow his star.
Fet’s look first to the three days
named for pagan gods and note the
manner in which the events of crucifixion weekend challenged their
alleged ownership.
Venus day
Jesus was crucified and placed in a
tomb on this day that, to the pagans,
stood for sexual love and lust and
thus glorified the phallic symbol.3
The instrument of death, the cross,
was a symbol of the Sun and the serpent. We find, then, that Christ died
on the serpent’s symbol, stripped
naked. But his crucifixion spoke not
of perverted sexual love, rather of the

26

Saturn day
This day stood for the triumph of
the lord of death. Saturn was variously termed “star of the Sun” and
“Lord of Hades.” The planet was represented as a goat (a symbol of
Satan).7When Christ died, he did not
struggle with the agents of darkness
in the depths of the earth, which
some mythologies depicted as occurring in the immediate afterlife.8 He
disposed of that notion on Friday
when he declared, “Tt is finished!”’
(John 19:3, NIV). By faith he grasped
**Bible texts in this article are quoted from
the New King James Version unless otherwise
indicated.
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the victory over evil that his resurrection was to affirm. By resting quietly
in the tomb, he asserted that the Sabbath was not Saturn’s day, but his
(Mark 2:27, 28). Christ rested in the
tomb according to the commandment.
The Jews, of course, concurred in
this: The Sabbath was not Saturn’s
day. It was Yahweh’s day. On Nisan
15, the Sabbath, the Jewish believer
commenced the week-long Feast of
Unleavened Bread. Both the first and
last days were days of solemnity (sabbaths—Lev. 23:6-8). This ceremony
reminded them of their special relationship with God and their daily
dependency on him (1 Cor. 5:7, 8).
What they failed to perceive was that
all the ceremonies pointed to the Saviour, the Lamb of God, who during
his earthly ministry had pled with
them to enter into his rest (Heb. 4:4,
5), as at Creation. Through his death
and resurrection, he affirmed that the
love that created continued u n abated— indeed, was magnified—at
Calvary, t

Sun Day
As the Christian era dawned,
astrology dominated all aspects of
life.9 The sun god was the royal star,
the ruler of the zodiac. Being the
dominant celestial body, the Sun was
given the sacred number one. Its day
was Sunday and its summary num ber 666.10 This creator sun god, the
generator and giver of life, was symbolized by a serpent or bull.11Adherents of significant Oriental religions
believed that at death the soul
(divine spark) returned to the Sun,
whence it came.12 By the time of
Constantine, worship of the Persian
god Mithra, who represented the
Sun, strove with Christianity for
dominance in the Roman Empire.13
Mithra supposedly acted at world’s
end to ease the souls of the pious to
immortal life by linking soul and
body.14
At the time of the Crucifixion, a
belief popular with soldiers had the
soul moving from one sphere of Paradise to another as corruption took
possession of the body.15Imagine the

tO n the second day o f the Feast o f Unleavened Bread (Sunday in the year o f our Lord’s
death), a ripe sheaf o f first fruits (barley) was harvested and waved before the Lord in gratitude
(Lev. 23:10-14). Jesus was indeed the first fruits o f them that slept (1 Cor. 15:20,23). He rose on
Sunday morning, and with him many also were raised to life (Matt. 27:51-53). Again type met
antitype. To the Jew, the unfolding evidence must have been almost overwhelming.
In the Christian Church, the Feast o f Unleavened Bread was given a new significance by the
Resurrection. This event is to be remembered continually in the Christian Church in the institution o f baptism. Baptism is primarily a symbol o f a new start, the new birth, a breaking with
the past, a dependence on God.
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impact of the Resurrection event on
the soldiers who guard the tomb, as
its massive stone portal is thrown
wide open by a mighty angel whose
countenance is as brilliant as lightning! (Matt. 28:2-4). Clearly, events
on resurrection Sunday do more in a
minute to reform the soldiers’ theology than is usually done by four
years of seminary! (Matt. 28:1; 6:4;
8:11). See it, feel it, as the Bright and
Morning Star rises before dawn to
shatter superstition with Reality!
(Matt. 28:1, KJV). The authority of
Earth’s greatest empire is behind the
seal on the tomb; its emperor,
believed to share some qualities of
the divine, is deified at death.16The
soldiers see the seal torn asunder!
Christs resurrection was no less
shattering to Greek philosophy—later
to sweep through the Christian
Church. Plato taught that after death,
the soul gains the company of the
gods in the absence of the body.17But
Christ’s resurrection was in the body,
which bore his crucifixion marks; he
sojourned on Earth in human form,
carrying out human activities (John
20:20; 21:5-13; Luke 24:41-43); He
invited his disciples to ‘“Handle Me
and see, for a spirit does not have
flesh and bones as you see I have’”
(Luke 24:39). The evidence showed
the abysmal foolishness of such
philosophies as Plato and other Greek
thinkers were advocating.
When the Egyptians heard that
Christ rose before sunrise on Sunday

by the creative energy resident in
himself, some would have contrasted
this spectacular event with the story
of their creator god, Osiris, the king
of the dead.18 His violent death was
the central concept in Egyptian idolatry, and phallic worship originated
there.19 They would have heard that
the Christian God was whole at death
(Venus day), and that no helping
hand was required to collect his
pieces for burial, as had to be done for
Osiris to return to life. Nor did the
Christian God require the regenerating rays of the Sun to rise. They
would have heard, too, that this God
did not need to be dressed and fed
daily in order to retain his immortality.20 Clearly this God was superior to
theirs—ironically, a lesson Christ had
taught their ancestors through Moses
and Aaron (Ex. 7:8-13).
On resurrection Sunday, other discomfiting events happened. Discomfiting in part because Saturday (Saturn day) was considered a day of danger and death while Sunday (Sun or
Lord’s day) was a day of happiness
and rest.21 But consider, from the
pagan perspective, what happened
that Sunday. Before dawn an earthquake shook the vicinity (Matt. 28:2).
The Roman guards were scared witless by the angel at the tomb (Matt.
28:3) and their lives endangered by
the Roman governor because of the
story the Jews were spreading, namely, that the disciples stole the body of
one called Jesus (Matt. 28:11-15).

28
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Christ himself, and of John the Baptist (Luke 1:35; John 1:34; 10:36-38).
He admitted that a person greater
than Caesar, who claimed the appellation “son of god,”22 had appeared

Then they had to contend with the
centurion in charge of the tomb site,
who declared, “‘Truly this was the Son
of God!’” (Matt. 27:54). In saying this,
he repeated the words of Gabriel, of
T H E

T IE

T H A T

B L I N D S

f
\A uriously, Christians were still
celebrating at least one Jewish ceremony in the second century—
the Pascha, or Easter celebration, was in vogue to commemorate
Jesus’ death. This commemoration fell on different days of the
week, but coincided with the Jewish ceremony, which drew unfortunate attention to the celebrants.
The Romans by this time hated everything Jewish. The bishop of
Rome, Pius 1 (A.D. 143-158) broke the link with the Jewish ceremonies. He fixed the Friday after the Jewish Passover as the point of
commemoration, reserving the following Sunday for the Communion service to commemorate the Lord’s resurrection. This change
raised a storm of protest. The precise recording of the events surrounding Jesus’ suffering and death should have been sufficient to
indicate that the debate was flawed, since the Passover ceased with
Christ’s death. The Communion service, which replaced it, was not
day dependent (1 Cor. 5:7; Luke 22:15, 39, 48, 66). The debate now,
however, was about authority. Constantine eventually decreed, at
the Council of Nicaea, that the ecclesiastical Pascha would be held
on Sunday. The sayings of ecclesiastics had triumphed over the evidence of Scripture.*
*On the “storm of protest” and the “<
evidence of Scripture,” see R. L. Odom,
Sabbath and Sunday in Early Christianity (Washington, D.C.: Review and
Herald PubL Assn., 1977), pages 105,106,134,135,298; and 122,269-275, 302.
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among humankind. Not, from a
pagan perspective, a great day for
Mithra.
Things got even worse for this
pagan god on that Sunday. Christ
wasn’t the only one who came forth
from the grave! Once-dead relatives
and friends were knocking at doors
all over the city! (Matt. 27:51-53).
Think of the consternation of those
heathen who had placed their bets
on fate, chance, and the stars!
K E E P I N G

A

Christ’s resurrection and that of
hundreds who rose with him shattered the notion that the stars ruled.
His prediction of this event (John
2:19), showed the intervention of
divine purpose. His resurrection
offered vibrant hope, something
conspicuously lacking on the grave
inscriptions of the pagans.23
Focus on the Word
Worse still from Mithra’s perspec-

DAT E

W I T H

D E A T H

T

l o the Jews, Christ’s death on

preparation day was highly significant. The paschal lamb was
selected from the flock on Nisan 10 (Ex. 12:3,11). The perfect male
lamb or kid was kept in a public place until it was slain on Nisan 14
(Ex. 12:5, 6). Jesus was condemned to death by the Sanhedrin the
day after he rode triumphantly into Jerusalem, that is, on Nisan 10.
After the excitement of his public entry into Jerusalem, the high
priest sought to arrange Jesus’ death on a day other than the
Passover (Matt. 26:4,5; Mark 14:1,2), but to no avail. Jesus was slain
before sunset on Nisan 14 in accordance with the custom associated
with the Passover. The veil of the temple was rent in two at the
moment of his death (Matt. 27:51; Mark 15:38). This event signalled
that type had met antitype. Jesus our Passover was slain for us (1
Cor. 5:6-8). Though he was bruised, as in the type, not a bone was
broken (Ex.l2:46; John 19:31-37).
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tive was the prophetic element in
Christ’s resurrection. It occurred in
fulfilment of prophecy. Daniel had
predicted his death and triumph
(Dan. 9:24-27; 12:1, 2). Isaiah predicted the very nature of Christ’s trial
and burial, as well as assuring readers
of his victory (Isa. 53:3-11). Christ
prophesied that he would die and
then be resurrected on the third day
(Mark 8:31). By resting in the tomb
on the second day, he invested the
Sabbath with new meaning (Heb. 4:311). Henceforth, it would stand as the
symbol and reminder of salvation—a
day of hope and assurance rather
than, as the pagan day, one of sadness.
Isaiah prophesied that in the New
Earth, ‘“from one Sabbath to another,
All flesh will come to worship before’
. . . the Lord” (Isa. 66:23). By his resurrection, Jesus demonstrated that
this word was true, that henceforth,
the focus would not be on a day but
on his Word!
In the events of Friday, Saturday,
and Sunday, the pagans saw the
Christian qualities of love, faith, and
hope respectively. These qualities
were instrumental in sweeping the
superstitions of paganism aside
while they induced Christians to
become martyrs for a cause, something foreign to the pagans.
Message From the Heavens
Today, despite science, paganism
has permeated much of the socalled Christian world. The sexual

31

excesses of Venus day now take place
around the clock in “Christian”
nations. Saturn’s day, on which the
Lord of life rested while pagans celebrated the triumph of the lord of
death, is deemed a Jewish relic reeking of legalism. And each week millions of Christians sit in church pews
with Mithra, ruler of the zodiac, on
his day—Sunday!
What is God’s message to those
who follow the manifestations of
pagan gods in our day—their customs, their horoscopes, their day?
It is threefold and it comes from
the heavens:
“‘Fear God and give him
glory”(NIV).
Emphasis is on him rather than
Mithra. Give him, the Creator God
who set the sun in place, glory. How?
By permitting him to demonstrate
his genuine goodness through those
who witness in his name. It is not
enough to point out the errors of
astrologers. Or the character faults of
Mithra and his followers. In a climactic end-time revelation, the world is
again to be lightened with the revelation of God’s agape love! In contradistinction to the gods of the
seven stars, Christians are called to
“‘Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs
of water’” (Rev. 14:7, NIV).
“‘Come out o f her, my people’”
(Rev. 18:4).
Out of the false systems of worship! Exercise faith in the Morning
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There remains for us a message from the stars: In that
land where “the w olf and the lamb will feed together”’ and
none “'w ill . . . harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain
says the Lord, there shall be no Venus day, no Saturn day, no
Sunday; but there shall be a Sabbath day!

of God’s fury, which has been
poured full strength into the cup of
his wrath’” (Rev. 14:9, 10, NIV).
Those who worship the final-day
amalgam of evil will “‘have no rest
day or night,”’ says the Revelator, nor
shall anyone “‘who receives the mark
of his name’” (vs. 11). Who will
receive the Lord’s help and approval
in this trying time? “The saints who
obey God’s commandments and
remain faithful to Jesus” (Rev. 14:12).
They alone have vibrant hope.

Star, Jesus (2 Peter 1:19).
Why? “‘Fallen! Fallen is Babylon
the Great!’” which made all the
nations drink the “maddening wine
of her adulteries” (Rev. 18:3, NIV).
The Magi, remember, were priests of
Babylon! A city, a nation, that
wreaked such injury on God’s
ancient people that the word Babylon, as used throughout the Book of
Revelation, characterizes the last-day
amalgam of evil that shall make war
with the Lamb—that is, with God
himself! (Rev. 17:14).
“‘Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the
Great!
She has become a home for
demons
and a haunt for every evil spirit’”
(Rev. 18:2, NIV).
And her summary number is 666.
(See Revelation 13:18.)
The third and final message:
“Don’t worship the beast and his
image. Don't receive his mark!” (See
Revelation 14:9-11.)
Why? ‘“If anyone worships the
beast and his image and receives his
mark on the forehead or on the
hand, he, too, will drink of the wine

In Remembrance of Me
At the heart of God’s commandments is the Sabbath. His day. The
day on which he rested after a perfect creation. The day on which he
rested after ensuring the end of sin
and the restoration of all things
bright and beautiful. No wonder
Satan introduced counterfeit days
dedicated to pagan gods! Wonder
instead and rejoice that Jesus completed his sacrificial atonement with
the words, “‘It is finished!”’ (John
19:30, NIV).
There remains for us a message
from the stars: In that land where

32
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“the wolf and the lamb will feed
together/” and none “‘will . . . harm
nor destroy on all my holy m ountain/” says the Lord, there shall be no
Venus day, no Saturn day, no Sunday; but there shall be a Sabbath day!
“‘From one Sabbath to another, all
flesh shall come to worship before
Me/” says the Lord (Isa. 66:23). The
Seventh-day Sabbath—the one symbol that stretches from Eden to Eternity—shall forever remind us of
Gods power and love.
□
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